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Empowering Seniors and Keeping Our Community Safe

| wanted to take a moment to share how much of an impact City grants can have on our
local community.



In 2024, | met with The Japanese Society to support their request for funding Smartphone
Classes for Seniors. This initiative proved to be a lifeline during Tropical Cyclone Alfred,
helping isolated residents stay connected when they needed it most.

Many of our senior members, who live alone and face language barriers, learned to use

their smartphones not only for daily tasks but also during a time of crisis. During the
cyclone, several were able to access emergency updates through the City Council App and
the Bureau of Meteorology, find sandbag stations, and stay informed about safety alerts—
something they couldn’t have done before.

This program wasn’t just about teaching technology; it was about giving people peace of mind, safety, and
a sense of connection. I've seen firsthand how powerful this support has been, and I'm so grateful for the
difference it's made. This was a wonderful initiative which | was proud to support, and | look forward to

continuing to support local community groups in Division 11.
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